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demands of Raja Sahu were conceded, he "would have an
interest in the prosperity of the country; that this was the
only way to restore tranquillity, and a certain means to obtain
powerful allies by whose aid he might rest secure from present
intrigues and eventually defy the avowed hostility of the
Emperor".1 Balaji Vishwanath and Chimnaj! conducted the
negotiations on behalf of Raja Sahu. They insisted on making
the agreement formerly entered into by Zulfiqar Khan
and Raja Sahu, the basis of their discussion. This agreement
expressly gave Raja Sahu the right of collecting Chauth and
Sardeshmukhl in the Imperial provinces, subject to the condition
that the contribution was directly to be realized by the offi-
cials of the Imperial Government and then paid to the Maratha
agents. Later, Raja Sahii had agreed to forego the right of
Sardeshmukhl, by means of a settlement to which he and Da'ud
Khan Panni, the deputy of Zulfiqar Khan, were the parties.
Balaj! Vishwanath proposed that the right of levying Chauth
and Sardeshmukhl in the six Subahs of the Deccan should be
duly recognised and confirmed by the Amiru'l-Umara.2 These
dues were to be levied directly by the Maratha agents, instead
of being contributed to the Maratha Court by the Imperial
Government, as stipulated in the agreement arrived at between
Raja Sahu and Zulfiqar Khan, six years earlier. Secondly, it
was proposed that the Maratha Court should also be entitled
to a share of 35 per cent in the abwabs (miscellaneous cesses
and imports) and the rakdari (road duties) realized from the
ryots, merchants and travellers. Thus they were practically
entitled to half the total revenue recorded in the Government
rent-roll.3 Thirdly, two Maratha generals were to reside at
Aurangabad with a body of troops, as deputies of Raja Sahu,
in order to safeguard the interests of the Maratha Court.
Fourthly, Raja Sahu shall be allowed to possess sovereign
rights over the territory which formerly belonged to Sivaji
(swarajya), including the Carnatic districts, with the excep-
tion of Khandesh, in lieu of which he should get the adjoining

1 Grant Duff, History of the Mahrattas, vol. I, p. 334.

2 The Deed for the Chauth is dated 22nd Rabi'u'l Akhir, 1131  (A.H.), and
grants to Raja Sahu the fourth of the whole revenue of the six provinces of the
Deccan. The Sardeshmukhl grant is dated 4th Jamadiu'l-Awwal. It was initialled
after twelve days' haggling on the part of both parties. (Grant Duff, vol. I. p. 372).

3 Khafi Khan, op. tit., p. 784.